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Purpose of Themes 

Themes provide rich opportunities to:  

• Foster a _____________ and ________________ learning environment. 

• Make lasting learning connections to a specific topic.  

• Hear and use new ______________________ in authentic and meaningful ways.  

 

Theme-based Learning Cycles  

Theme-based Learning Cycles are included for children ____________ months 

and ____________ months.  

What does the white bear icon signal? 

 

 

They are structured exactly like the Core Learning Cycles. For 12-24 months, 

Theme-based Learning Cycles are 4 weeks long. For 24-36 months, there is a 

Cycle A that is 4 weeks long, followed by a Cycle B that is 4 weeks long, for 8 

weeks. 

 

Theme-based Learning Cycles can be 

repeated ______________ and ______________, 

just like the core cycle. You can also return 

to the core cycle or a different Theme-

based Cycle once a cycle is completed. 

Guidance is provided at the end of each 

Weekly Overview to help you understand 

your options on where to go next. 

 

Module 4: Planning with Theme-based Learning 

Cycles: 12-36 Months 
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Theme-based Weekly Overviews  

About This Theme: learn the general focus of the theme topic and tips for encouraging 

families to be involved with the new theme 

Activities: contain all the tips and activities found in your Core Learning Cycle along 

with songs, books, and activity ideas that specifically support the chosen theme topic. 

Orange Bear Theme Icon: signals when an activity directly connects to the theme or 

when suggestions are provided to connect to the theme 

 

• _______________ the Activity Name: signals the activity 

directly connects to the theme topic 

 

 

• Directly _______________ the Activity Name: 

signals an idea is provided to help connect the 

activity to the theme 

 

 

• Not Connected to an Activity: signals a tip to help 

connect the theme to the learning area 

 

 

 

 

Theme Family Letters  

In the Appendix section, family letters are provided in 

English and Spanish to help families understand why 

themes are important, share the theme's focus, and 

explain how they can support learning at home.  

Jot down how these letters will help the families 

you serve or ways you might want to adjust the 

letters to fit your needs better.   
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Check for Understanding 

• _________________ offer fun ways to be responsive to children’s interests 

while introducing them to new experiences, materials, and vocabulary. 

• __________________________ helps you learn the general focus of the theme 

topic and tips for encouraging families to be involved with the new 

theme. 

• Theme-based Learning Cycles contain all the tips and activities found in 

the ___________________________________. 

• The ______________________ icon is used to signal a theme tip.  

 

Overview of Planning Steps 

Theme-based Learning Cycles follow the same planning steps as the Core Learning 

Cycles. The only difference is you will use the About the Theme information and the 

theme tips to thoughtfully incorporate theme-related topics into each part of your 

lesson plan.  

 

 

Where can you find the Steps for Lesson Planning?  
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Locating Planning Resources 

• Teacher’s Guide 

o Specific information about Theme-based Learning 

Cycles 

o List of themes included in the curriculum 

o Steps for Lesson Planning 

o Planning Forms 

o Theme Family Letters 

o Developmental Milestones Checklists 

• Plan Your Week 

o Specific information about Theme-based 

Learning Cycles 

o List of themes included in the curriculum 

o Theme-based Weekly Overviews 

 

 

Where Do I Get Help? 

Visit: Cliengage.org 

 

Professional Development Resources 

Access Free Online Training Modules at: 

https://clisolutionsgroup.org/circle-infant-and-toddler-curriculum/ 

Module 1: Getting to Know the Curriculum Components 

Module 2: Taking a Closer Look at Plan Your Week and Activities A-Z 

Module 3: Planning with Core Learning Cycles: 0-36 Months 

Module 4: Planning with Theme-based Learning Cycles: 12-36 Months 

 

Questions? Email us: CIRCLECurriculum@uth.tmc.edu 

 

We hope you                 your CIRCLE Infant and Toddler Curriculum!  

mailto:CIRCLECurriculum@uth.tmc.edu
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Child/Group: Cycle/Week: Date:

Daily Routines Spontaneous Play 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cognitive 

Language and 
Communication 

Physical Health 
and Motor 

Social and 
Emotional 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

©
 2

0
2

3
 T

h
e

 U
n

ive
rsity o

f Te
xa

s H
e

a
lth

 S
cie

n
ce

 C
e

n
te

r a
t H

o
u

sto
n

. A
ll rig

h
ts re

se
rve

d
.

Storytime 

Songs, Rhymes,
and Chants 

 

Art Exploration 

Family 
Engagement Notes 




